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E.T.P. (38º04’S 145º10’E) Bird Count on 22.01.2012 (09.00-18.35).
By Mike Carter, Dawn Neylan & David Stabb.


Weather: Hot & humid (to 29*C); sunny with strong E wind all day.

Coverage: 90%. Time constraints meant we didn’t count woodlot, pond and area around headwaters of Taylor’s Drain. Too much good habitat, too many birds!  

Bird names and order in accordance with the Australian Checklist, C & B (2008).

Musk Duck
1 

Freckled Duck
1

Black Swan (1 broods)   
215+4d 
 
Australian Shelduck 
12


Australian Wood Duck
13 


Pink-eared Duck
650


Australasian Shoveler
30


Grey Teal 
3070 
(50)
Chestnut Teal
1270
 (40)
Pacific Black Duck    
340+5d
 (14)
Hardhead
170
(-)
Blue-billed Duck
18
Australasian Grebe
75  
(-)
Hoary-headed Grebe 
270
(2)
Great Crested Grebe
7

Spotted Dove
62
(10)
Crested Pigeon 
15
(3)
Australasian Darter    
3
(-)
Little Pied Cormorant 
67
(2)
Great Cormorant
7


Little Black Cormorant
38
(33)
Australian Pelican
36
 

White-necked Heron
1

Eastern Great Egret
6
(3)
Intermediate Egret
8

White-faced Heron 
50 
(2)
Little Egret
1
(-)
Nankeen Night Heron
3
(1)
Glossy Ibis
5

Australian White Ibis
260
(4)
Straw-necked Ibis    
110
 
Royal Spoonbill
11
(4)
Yellow-billed Spoonbill
10 
(3)
Black-shouldered Kite
-
(-)
Whistling Kite
2
(1)
Swamp Harrier
6
(1)

Wedge-tailed Eagle
1

Brown Falcon
1

Australian Hobby
1
(1)

Peregrine Falcon
1

Nankeen Kestrel
2

Purple Swamphen
62
 (12)
Buff-banded Rail
-


Baillon’s Crake
1

Australian Spotted Crake
4

Black-tailed Native-hen
6
(5)

Dusky Moorhen
11+1d
  (6)
Eurasian Coot
2550  
(1)
Black-winged Stilt 
390


Red-necked Avocet
79

Red-capped Plover  
2
Black-fronted Dotterel 
 11(1N)
(-)
Red-kneed Dotterel
71
(52)
Masked Lapwing 
165


Australian Painted Snipe
-

Latham’s Snipe
26
(26)

Common Sandpiper
4

Common Greenshank
1 

Red-necked Stint
13

Pectoral Sandpiper
-

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
80

Curlew Sandpiper
-

Caspian Tern
-

Whiskered Tern
63

White-winged Black Tern
2

Silver Gull  
200
(-)
Galah
-

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
-


Rainbow Lorikeet
5
(3)

Red-rumped Parrot
7
 (5)

Superb Fairy-wren
20
(4)
White-plumed Honeyeater
12 
(1)
Noisy Miner
3  
(3)

Little Wattlebird 
2


Red Wattlebird
1


White-fronted Chat
94

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
-
(-)
Australian Magpie
6


Willie Wagtail
26
(-) 

Little Raven
23


Magpie-lark
220 
(1)
Eurasian Skylark
4


Golden-headed Cisticola
16
(1)
Australian Reed-Warbler 
 18
(-)    

Little Grassbird
2
(-)
Welcome Swallow
280 
(20) 

Fairy Martin 
-


Common Blackbird
4
(2)

Common Starling
350
(30)
Common Myna
33
 (2)

House Sparrow
17


Eurasian Tree Sparrow
35 

Australasian Pipit
-

European Goldfinch
13
(3)

Common Greenfinch
1

84 Bird species, (61 wetland dependant & raptors + 23 non-wetland).

Other fauna: Hare 4; Rabbit 8; Spotted Marsh Frog.  

SUMMARY & COMMENTS on HABITAT: 

The recent sunshine and heat of summer is now drying the area but several significant water bodies remain. However abundance is well down (notably Coots) particularly because the WEHB is now dry. Diversity remains high. The numerous highlights, shown in red in the table above include 8 Intermediate Egrets, a record for the Plant. Passerines such as White-fronted Chats (94), Magpielarks (220) and Eurasian Tree Sparrows (35) are forming flocks following the breeding season.  

Southern Effluent Holding Basin (was SW Overflow Basin). Becoming shallow with wide muddy margins providing excellent waterbird habitat.

Western Effluent Holding Basin (WEHB). Almost dry. 
Holding Basin 6. Completely inundated with shallow water and many birds. 

Basins 5, 4 & 3. Shallow water with some mud and marshy areas providing good habitat for Ibis, Egrets, Herons and Crakes.

Basin 2. Full with many waterfowl. 

Basin 1 and Annexe. Full and deep and attracting many birds.  

Golden Triangle. The area is still mainly flooded hosting many birds.  

Doughnut.  The water level is back to about normal maximum, i.e. ‘full’. Depth gauge read 1.56 m, down 8 cm in three weeks. Although diversity and abundance were down, this is still a productive wetland with a total of 35 species comprising 22 wetland-dependant & raptors and 13 non-wetland dependant birds. Important birds here included 26 Latham’s Snipe and 52 Red-kneed Dotterel. Species numbers found here are shown in brackets () in the table and are included in the total for the plant. 

Supernatant Basin. Holding shallow water. 

(Aeration Tanks).  Ducks and waders are favouring these lagoons.  

(‘Northern Territory’ =NT). Few birds were found on the sludge-drying pans. Taylor’s Drain. Wet throughout and heavily vegetated but we didn’t have time to survey the headwaters (where we normally expect some Snipe) or the adjacent woodlot and pond. 

Report prepared by Mike Carter, pterodroma@bigpond.com
