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MELBOCA branch meetings are held on 
the fourth Tuesday of every month 
(except December) in the Evergreen 
Centre, 45 Talbot Avenue, Balwyn, not 
far from the library (Melway 46 E8). 
 

The meeting  begins at 8:00pm and fea-
tures a guest speaker and a Memberôs 
Topic segment ï so be sure to  attend!  
Entry is by a donation of $4.  Out-of-
town members and visitors are always 
welcome! 

MELBOCA Branch Meetings  

In Melbourne, to pick a day in August for an outdoor reun-
ion is to chance the weather. But Sunday, 30 August 
2009, while not glorious, proved to be the perfect day to 
gather at the BOCA Centenary Plantation in Banyule. The 
recent rain had, happily, softened the hard clay soil, but 
no rain fell on the day. 

Twenty-five energetic members (and offspring) gathered 
to remove tree guards, including three generations of 
Johnsons and Ashburners ï well done! Many thanks to 
the Warringal Conservation Society members who also 
came along to help. 

With a bit of huff and puff, all the tree guards on four-year-
old plants were removed. Then we could relax and enjoy 
lunch beside the highly successful native habitat corridor. 
Although there was time to appreciate our own plantings, 
the wetland failed to delight ï ñtoo full for crakeò, accord-
ing to Fred Smith. As recently as March, it was completely 
dry. 

We should acknowledge, once again, the great effort that 
Celia and Dorey Browne have put into this project. And 
thanks also to the Banyule City Council for their assis-
tance. 

Banyule Centenary Plantation Reunion 2009   

Upcoming Guest Speakers  
Tuesday 26 January 2010 8:00pm  

Susan Myers: óBirds of Borneoô 

Susan is a well known expert on birds of 
South East Asia. She has just published 
a field guide to birds of Borneo and regu-
larly leads tours in the region. We are 
privileged to have her address us. 

 

Tuesday 23 February 2010 8.00pm  

Mike Duncan: óBirds of East Africa ï 

An Orchid Fancier's Viewô 

Mike is a senior Scientist with the DSE, 
working in the field of threatened Orchid 
Conservation. Join him on his trip to Ma-
lawi and Tanzania for the safari with a 
difference.  

The Banyule Reunion. Photo, Geoff Browne  


