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Intersection of Beenak Rd and Macclesfield Rd after heavy rain caused flash flooding. Photo, Maryanne Anderson

Yellingbo Bird Walk i Sunday 6
February 2011

There we were, held back by water
flooding across the intersection of
Beenak Road and Macclesfield
Road.

Well, this is a first! What do we do
now? As the familiar cars banked up
behind the Aroad
from the intersection, there were de-
cisions to be made: do we try another
route, or do we give up and do some-
thing else?

Meanwhile, David Ap-Thomas and
his band of
rived at the gate. They had to climb
the fence before they could begin the
walk down the access road to the
depot. David described the situation
like this:

i Wat er is fl owi

near the depot.

Went for our usual walk but found
water flowing over the track
where the big tree is horizontal
over the lake. Another big tree
has now done the same thing.

He went on:
ARet.reated back
cl o%e%t daft))ng Stﬁlie Sehce Qh%?t rung

along the paddocks. Where the
vehicle track goes along the
fence a lot of water has flowed
along the track and then down
into a large lake where we look

Emu-wren. The low part of the
paddock had lots of Wood and
Pacific Black Duck swimming
around on the lake.

i We coul d go

ng beaded batkhHad lunch dtghe

no

gate and didn't even have time
for a cuppa before rain started
and we drove home.

AiA fascinating

all that water. It was even more
interesting seeing the mud and
debris on bushes which showed
how high the water

at Aocouht IQvgs dtﬂyere%oortéd fo?tﬂedday

i twenty-four birds i amongst which
were a group of four Sacred King-
fisher, Crested Shrike-tit and Mistle-
toebird.

The stranded group of eight, back at

i ntrepi dforfibutaatetyrssepthenSmwthera r the flooded intersection, decided to

make the best of the day by seeking

a dryer spot. Sylvan Reservoir was
close by and didnot
fered from the high rainfall as much

as YF”H‘?bP %ncei srurrougdcs).

Continued on page 3
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MELBOCA
Branch Meetings:
Upcoming Guest

Speakers

Tuesday 24 May 2011 8:00pm

Atticus
for Conservancy i making a
di fference in

Atticus is Chief Executive of Aus-
tralian Wildlife Conservancy,
which owns 21 sanctuaries
around Australia to protect many
species of mammals, birds, rep-
tiles and amphibians.

Tuesday 28 June 2011 8:00pm

Mari an Weaving:
in the

Don't know much about Frog-
mouths in our urban surrounds?
Marion has been doing research
on this subject, and we welcome
her to share her expertise with us.

Tuesday 26 July 2011 8:00pm
Pat Bi n @idiagCostan
Ri cao

An unbeatable combination! John
Barkla's photos and Pat Bing-
ham's enthusiastic narrative of a
tour to that birding paradise,
Costa Rica.

Tuesday 23 August 2011
8:00pm
Bronwyn Merritt: fAiRoyal Bo-
tanic Gardens Cranbourne:
bush, birds and

Among her many duties, Bronwyn
deals with the management of
native animals and birds. We
welcome this opportunity to learn
more about the Gardens

MELBOCA branch meetings are
held on the fourth Tuesday of
every month (except December)
in the Evergreen Centre, 45 Tal-
bot Ave, Balwyn, not far from the
library (Melway 46 E8). The meet-
ing begins at 8:00pm and fea-
tures a guest speaker and a
Me mb e r 6 s sedmem. i Eotry
is by a donation of $4. Out-of-
town members and visitors are
always welcome!

Fl emi ng:

—

CltyoHar

Past Meeting Reports

25 January 2011

John Young greeted the attendees and
steered the meeting through its African
theme. The first speaker was Jill Wil-
son, who gave her

segment, A Day in Walvis Bay, Namibia.

Qr}kto?‘r in thlﬁ1 gr&d ccpuntry, Jill visited

one of four wetlands recognised by the
Ramsar iCgnvgngon as having interna-
tional importance. This is Walvis Bay
Wetland, a 12,000 hectare site adjacent
to the port area of the city of the same
name, which is the main port of Namibia.
The wetland has four habitats: lagoon,
mudflats, ocean shoreline and salt
works, supporting resident birds, mi-
grants from North and Central Africa,
and occasional Palearctic migrants.
qargage? ,ﬁ@mmg@swere common, also
boés Gul |
Lesser Flamlngo, Pied Avocet, Ruff, as
well as Grey, Common Ringed, and
Blacksmith Plovers, Cape and White-
breasted Cormorants; plus shorebirds
familiar in Australia such as Curlew
Sandpiper, Kelp Gull, and Back-winged
Stilt. It sounds like a great spot in such a
dry country.

Leaving Namibia, John introduced a well
-known travel identity, Chris Doughty,

of Peregrine Bird Tours. Chris has been
leading an annual overseas tour for
BOCA for the past eight years and in
September 2009 he led a tour to Egypt,
the Land of the Pharaohs. Besides wit-
nessing the autumn migration in the Nile
Valley and seeing local bird species,

Chris included in the itinerary many of
the famous ancient monuments.

A map of the world showed the N-S mi-
gration routes, an

M ethebseuth ®fsthe Bateardtic region. Birds

migrate from Northern Europe to North
Africa and the Sudan via Gibraltar, Italy
or Israel, and it is this last route, going
round the eastern shore of the Mediter-
ranean Sea, which uses the fertile Nile
Valley.

The tour started i
most populated city. Approximately 14
million people call Cairo home. The city
has spread out as far as the Pyramids,
and modern blocks lie cheek-by-jowl
with ancient city walls. The first birding
area was Lake Qarun, at an oasis to the
southwest of Cairo, where they stayed in

A lasflashy hotek enethmet shorev and esaw

thousands of Slender-billed Gull and the
restricted White-throated Kingfisher.

Then it was on to Suez via the Eastern
Desert. Lunching, overlooking the busy
Suez Canal, they learned that the cost
per ship transit is approximately
$200,000. Early morning walks in the
hotel garden were always exciting as
hundreds of migratory birds arrived
every night. The birds were very ap-
proachable as they were solely inter-
ested in feeding, having lost half their
bodyweight.

A tunnel under the Red Sea took them to
Sinai, which is very mountainous and

Continued over page
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Continued from page 1

Apart from light drizzle patches in the morning, the
group remained dry for the rest of the day. Although the
bird list could not be recorded for the day, notable sight-

= e
-

— e e

ings were: two pairs of Rufous Fantails, Rose Robin,
Varied Sittella, Golden Whistler and a very quiet Fantail
Cuckoo.

Maryanne Anderson

A day to be remembered & flooding near the corner of Beenak Rd and Macclesfield Rd after heavy rain. Photo, Maryanne Anderson.

Continued from page 2

arid. At the Springs of Moses they saw interesting Shrike
i Masked, Woodchat and Red-backed. Mt. Sinai is sacred
to Judaism, Islam and Christianity and Chris recommends

tomb of King Tutankhamun. Wheeling above the Valley of
the Kings were Buzzards, mainly Eurasian, but also Long-
legged and one Honey Buzzard from Europe. After visits to
the Temple of Queen Hepsupshet and the Temple at Kar-
nak they looked around Luxor, Chris remarking on the

a visit to St. Cat herineds Muonben o tloakeyg still used asdhe beast obberdea; it was h e
of the burning bush A | . i f h here they saw the Na- |
of Moses. They n t_ IS a ma n | €S t_ trut maqu Ve, bmt a
were surprised at  seen it, at least if he have understanding, that mon in Egypt.
Lhe‘ierf”mg\‘fgnOf br';‘:: Egypt is a gift of the Npiobg@baas
ones, and achieved -- Herodotus, Histories (11.5)  Wan showed the Nile

, . to be a very narrow
Palestine  Sunbird, artile vall%y Tne%
Sinai Rosefinch, Tristramos too%a{ boat tlripltontlgr]e Fir%t%gtara&réng stavzv ma(t:ny

Bunting. Further south, on the Sinai Peninsular, they vis-
ited the water treatment plant at Sharm el Sheikh, where
there were thousands of resting White Stork. At Ras Mo-
hammed National Park, at the southern tip of the peninsu-
lar, they saw Pallid Harrier, Western Reef-heron, Striated
Heron, Levant Sparrowhawk, and flushed a migrating
European Nightjar in broad daylight.

The party then traversed the Eastern Desert to Luxor on
the Nile. The first visit was to the house Lord Carnavon
occupied at the time Howard Carter discovered the

Nar 6s
b|rd:"s,
including over 20 migrating Little Bittern. At the Aswan
Hi gh Dam they spotted R¢ppell
the Temple of Isis at Philae, which was moved by engi-
neers, preventing flooding by the waters retained by the
Aswan High Dam. At the southern extremity of Lake Nas-
sar is Abu Simbel, where they visited the two famous tem-
ples, which were also moved to avoid being submerged.

Here, close to the Sudanese border, they spotted White-

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

crowned Wheatear, Red-footed Falcon, Short-toed Eagle
and African Pied Wagtail.

A flight back to Cairo heralded the end of the tour, but
first they had to visit the spectacular Egyptian Museum,
where Chris recommends spe
see0 is the death mask of
highlight for Chris was seeing rows and rows of ancient
boomerangs, dating from long before Aborigines used
them. The very last bird of the tour was Common Redstart
in the hotel garden in central Cairo. Chris finished with the
guotation: the River Nile is Egypt, and Egypt is the River
Nile.

Diane Tweeddale , a tour participant, gave Chris a warm
thank-you for his talk, which had brought back great

Me et i

ng Reports

memories for her.

John invited Barbara Longmuir to the microphone, and
besides spruiking her stall, she highlighted the new stock
at the Blue Wren Gift Shop at Nunawading, which in-
cludes stock donated by Birds Australia. Graeme Hosken
told us about a very rewarding evening he and others had
in Whittlesea, at a presentation given for concerned resi-

n ddents gand abushfitelvictimsl dhey subsdgbeatly fiisited sat

RAO rhectard praperty kn hKanghaken \West Aonrecortl binds;
with visits to several properties to monitor post-bushfire
bird recovery to be ongoing. Graeme envisages a great
opportunity for BOCA to be involved. He then recorded
Interesting Sightings.

John highlighted forthcoming outings, showing that birding
for 2011 is in full swing.

Daphne Hards

22 February 2011

An unusually chilly evening brought a big audience to-
gether. Diane Tweeddale took the chair and welcomed
several visitors. She introduced Sonja Ross to present
her photographic display, Spring Is in the Air. Sonja is co-
ordinator of the photographic group within MELBOCA,
and she broadcasts a theme to her members, inviting
them to contribute their photographs which relate to that
theme. Sonja then crafts them together computer-wise
and we sit back and enjoy the show.

This presentation also had a soundtrack contributed by
Howard Plowright, Sounds of Foster. We saw plumage
changes, courtship displays, nest building, numerous
chicks, feeding, predators, gaining independence, migra-
tion and dispersal.

After a few announcements, Diane welcomed Chris Les-
ter, to give his extensive talk about birding in Peru, titled
Donét Just GoChiisovorksifonthe Tifles and
Surveying section of the Department of Sustainability and
Environment, and likes nothing better than birding in his
holidays. He and Rosemary have made two trips to Peru,
in 2008 and 2009. Peru lies totally within the tropics, and
is dominated by the Andes.

These mountains reach a high plateau at 3-4000m in the
north and 6000m in the south. The cold Humboldt Current
in the Pacific influences the climate and, together with the
geography, creates three different birding zones i1 the
north, the central and the south. Chris and Rosemary
have toured the north and south areas in order to tackle
Perubs total of 1900 bird
was rough they could always indulge their other interest i
archaeology.

They arrived in the capital, Lima, and spent two days ac-
climatising, which included a visit to the zoo. There were
plenty of birds there, caged and un-caged, from the enor-
mous King Vulture to tiny hummingbirds. Within the zoo is
a museum of pre-Incan culture, and an archaeological dig
site. A flight to the northern coastal city of Chiclayo took

them into a scene of dry sand and rocks, home to the Pe-
ruvian Thick-knee. On the beach were waders with Turkey
Vulture aloft. The tour took them by road over the Andes
to Tarapoto, where many endemic bird species can be
seen in this northern area. They passed ancient pyramids,
and saw the rare White-wi n g e d Guan,
deado.

The occasional tarantula was spotted, and as the climb
became steeper, shrikes appeared. Cacti harboured Little
Inca-finch. They encountered heavy rain on the eastern
slopes, causing landslides and delays. In the high cordera
of the Eastern Andes was cloud forest, and here were
spectacular Spatuletails and other hummingbird species. In
the cliffs around Tarapoto were caves, Incan dwellings from
1200s. A museum had well-preserved mummies and dis-
plays of Chachapoyan culture, an even older civilization.

They climbed over the Eastern Andes and descended into
the Maranon River valley, where the locals keep dairy cat-
tle, and the tourists can see parrots and woodpeckers. In
Caccamaha the Spanish architecture was striking. En
route for Trujillo they saw Pacific Pygmy-owl and Russet-
bellied Spinetail. Back on the Pacific coast there were
seabirds to spot, then a two-hour flight took them inland to
Iquitos, on the northern Amazon.

Conjure up dense forest opening to a 20-30km clearing
where this tourist town sits on the mighty river. The only
transport is by boat, the party travelling half a day to their
lodge. Here there were well-made tracks, an elevated
walk, and visits to several river islands. These islands
form from r|ver sand and carr
ite- sand
forest had poor vegetation, but rewarded with some rare
bird species.

Back to Lima from which they made three side trips. A
pelagic trip bagged gulls, petrel, albatross, storm-petrel,
skuas and close encounters with dolphins. South at Pisco

Continued over page
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they visited a group of small islands called Islas Ballestas,
where guano had been mined.

There were cormorants, pelicans, Humboldt Penguin,
boobies and seals. They then travelled inland through dry
unstable canyons where, overhead, were Andean Condor.
At 5000m there was snow on the peaks and a bog in the
valley. This special habitat supported Puna Ibis, Puna
Snipe and Diademed Sandpiper-plover.

The next stop was the ancient city of Cusco, which
showed its pre-Incan, Incan and Spanish history. Chris
recorded lots of exotic species, such as toucans, caatin-
gas, trogons and tanagers; and at their lodge humming-
birds came in to feed. Squirrels ran about too, along with
tayra, a weasel-like animal.

At the foot of the Andes the vegetation was lush. They
travelled for ten days on the Alto Madre de Dios River,
which feeds into the upper Amazon. At the Manu Wildlife
Centre, the wildlife was prolific: birds included coquets,
macaws, horned screamers, Muscovy Duck, parrots, ibis,
parakeets and jabirus; here also were monkeys, piranha,
the Giant River Otter, cayman and capybaras.

Me et i

ng Reports
At the southern city of Arequipa they were at 5000m. They
drove out to canyons with condors, pre-Incan ruins and
bogs with the Chilean Flamingo. Arequipa itself has fine
architecture and a memorable convent. Here, Chris con-
cluded his travelogue, except for two items he left till last.
He and Rosemary also flew over the prehistoric Nazca
Lines, best seen from above, and thought to date from
500AD. Lastly Machu Picchu, the famous Incan ruins, still
only partly uncovered.

| have not done justice to this colourful journey, especially
the birdlife. Virginia Morrison, in her thanks, said this
was an extraordinary account of two fascinating trips.

Dianne invited Barbara Longmuir to speak about shop
items, and Graeme Hosken to update us on the Mel-
bourne Water surveys. Bill Ramsay spoke about the
most recent MELBOCA 1 BA Melbourne meeting, and
then we were all ready for refreshment.

Daphne Hards

22 March 2011

This meeting was chaired by Graeme Hosken , who wel-
comed several visitors, then handed me, Daphne Hards,
the microphonef or my Member 6s
Singing in Hungary. In August 2011, | went to Hungary as
a member of an international choir. After a week of re-
hearsals and a successful concert, | indulged in four days
of birdwatching.

| set the scene with maps, showing Budapest on the
mighty Danube, and Hungary on a plain surrounded by
hills. The concert was in the far north east, almost on the
Slovakian border, and the adjacent Zemplen Hills and the
Ramsar-recognised Hortobagy National Park were highly
recommended for birding. Hungary is also traversed by
the Palearctic Flyway, making any wetland, especially
Hortobagy, a good area to see migratory species.

| used the services of a guiding company, Saker Tours,
and had the help of a guide for one (long) day in each lo-
cation. It was worth every euro. In this presentation, |
highlighted the Ural, Eagle and Little Owl which hunt dur-
ing the day; the plethora of raptors i eagles, buzzard, har-
riers, falcons, hawks; and the delight of seeing 26 species
of waders and water birds in a flooded paddock very early
in the autumn migration. | can recommend Hungary as a
rewarding country for birdwatching.

Graeme then introduced Ken Osetroff, who treated us to
Nature in Japan in All Seasons. Ken is director of the tour
company Destination Management, which takes travellers
to several countries, in particular to lesser known parts of
Japan. Ken was accompanied by his colleague and local
guide, Mayumi, who is a BOCA member.

It was unfortunate that Ken had the backdrop of the cur-

out that it is a big country, with lots of natural areas be-
sides busy cities.

Summer is a poor time to visit as it is just too hot, but Ken

Whho G scap rescommenceall the other seasons, winter, spring and

autumn for birdwatching.

Japan has an active Wild Bird Society and the National
Parks generally have Interpretation Centres. We then en-
joyed a display of many birds: the iconic Red-crowned
Crane and endangered Bl aki
sive Stellar Sea Eagle, lots of superb duck species, king-
fishers, woodpeckers, bush birds, and ptarmigan. Canada
Goose can also be found, though Japan is not in its natu-
ral range. Mayumi is an excellent bird guide.

The tours they put together are nature tours. In the au-
tumn, deer are common in townships and in the spring
Japanbs cherry -renbwmeds om i s

Fox are widespread and wild bears can be seen on the
northern island of Hokkaido, except in winter when they
hibernate. Bears congregate for the autumn salmon runs.

The floral displays are great in May when the wild azaleas
are at their peak. This heralds the season for butterflies
and moths. Snow monkeys and Sero, a native antelope,
live in the high forests, where there are generally very
good walking tracks. Waterfalls abound, and the coastline
of Japan is often rugged and remote. There are reliable
marshes and wetlands, and the tours sometimes visit
Rashiri Island off the northwest coast, which is good for
both plants and birds. On Hokkaido, native people still live
in thatched-roofed villages.

One can get around Japan via good railways including the

Continued on page 10

rent bad news from Japan, but he hastened to point
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Beginners Outings

22 January i Point Cook Coastal Reserve

Twenty-four members assembled at the Point Cook beach
car park on a glorious sunny day. A circuit walk to the
shore, dunes and heath produced a variety of birds includ-
ing Singing Honeyeater and White-fronted Chat, with the
highlight being good sightings of Brown Quail.

The group then drove to the old homestead, pausing en
route to admire an Australian Hobby perched in a dead
tree. The members walked to the Point at low tide and
were rewarded with excellent views of eight Pacific
Golden Plover, Curlew Sandpiper, Common and Crested
Terns as well as three cormorant species.

A shady spot was found for lunch where a male Rufous
Whistler entertained the diners.

After lunch the group went to Spectacle Lake, which fi-
nally had some water in it after the years of drought.
Hoary-headed Grebe, Chestnut Teal and Pacific Black
Duck were on the lake, while European Greenfinch and
Goldfinch were in the nearby bushes.

RAAF Lake also contained some water, though not many
birds. The highlight here was a pair of Red- capped Plov-
ers which appeared to be nesting at the edge of the lake.

A final stop was made at the last RAAF car park, but no
extra birds were added to the tally of 53 species on a
most enjoyable and rewarding excursion.

26 February 1 Birds Land Reserve

Heavy rain earlier in the month had washed away the
bridges on the walking tracks and we were very fortunate
that the paths had reopened just in time for the outing. A
remarkable achievement in just three weeks.

The weather was also kind to us i fine and sunny with
little wind. Thirty-one members set off across the newly
restored bridges, noticing how high the flood waters had
come and wondering what impact it would have on the
birds.

An Australian Darter and Little Black Cormorant were
seen perched on a log. Lots of Dusky Moorhen and Pur-
ple Swamphen were in evidence, but only one Eurasian
Coot.

A small flock of Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo flew over-
head as did a Brown Goshawk. Several species of honey-
eater were seen, New Holland being the commonest. The
youngest member (primary-school age) was the first to
see a Varied Sitella at the top of a dead tree. Whilst we
were watching it, a pair of Mistletoebird was seen nearby,
which was a new bird for several members.

After lunch, the bird call showed a pleasing total of 40
species.

A small group of members then drove to Ferntree Gully
Picnic Area in a quest for a Rufous Fantail. An uphill climb
behind the main tourist
us to a fAhot spoto where
day were seen, including Eastern Yellow Robin and East-
ern Spinebill.

ar ea ghifts?
sev

A few minutes later, a Rufous Fantail emerged from the
bushes and perched at the side of the track where we all
had a good view. A fitting finale to a most enjoyable day .
Ferntree Gully provided eight additional birds giving a total
of 48 species for the day.

26 March i Pound Bend

A Wedge-tailed Eagle soaring overhead gave a flying start
to the Pound Bend Beginners Outing. Several parrot spe-
cies were also visible in the car park, including the Little
and Long-billed Corellas.

It was overcast as we set off along the riverside track
which made it hard, but not impossible, to identify the
many small birds high in the canopy. It was good to see
the vegetation looking so lush after all the summer rain.

When the cry went up that a platypus had been sighted in
the river the birds were temporarily abandoned as every-
one tried to see it.

Further along the path, a pair of Fan-tailed Cuckoo were
spotted and everyone got a good look. Soon afterwards, a
pair of Tawny Frogmouth were located across a paddock
in their typical frozen, but this time not so well disguised,
pose.

As the track turned uphill, Imperial Blue Butterflies were
seen emerging from their chrysalises and a large mob of
Eastern Grey Kangaroos was observed across the field.

At the top of the hill a large pudding basin-shaped mud
nest of White-winged Choughs was pointed out. The birds
themselves were not seen and it was thought that these
dry-country birds probably
summer.

Continued on page 10

Have you heard about ...
Climate Change and Bird Morphology

Among Eurasian Tawny Owl, plumage colour is
hereditary, with grey feathers being dominant over
brown. But a recent study in the journal Nature
Communications finds that brown plumage is be-
coming increasingly the norm.

The study suggests that Tawny Owl are turning
brown to survive the warmer climate, and that as
winters become milder, grey feathered Tawny Owl
are likely to disappear.

Quoted by the BBC, Dr Patrik Karell of the Univer-
sity of Hel sinki , -divenrsélez-n d ,
tion has led to an evolutionary change in the popu-
lation."

What will the impact of climate change be on bird
morphology in Australia? Are we already seeing the

for
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Education Report

Graeme Hosken presented an evening for residents of the
fire-affected areas at Whittlesea on 20 January. This eve-
ning was followed two days later when Graeme, Annette
Cook, Pat Bingham and | travelled to Kinglake West to
help local residents identify birds in the field. Thirty-five
species were identified during this morning walk.

Graeme also attended the
on 6 February. Unfortunately, the heavens opened and
planned activities were cancelled.

Several BOCA members attended the Western Port Wel-
comes Waterbirds Education Workshop Day at Tooradin
on 24 March. This day was organized by Annette Cook
(BOCA Education Coordinator) and provided a venue to
exchange ideas with representatives of other organiza-
tions who provide environmental education in various
forms. We were inspired by teacher Robyn Cairns who left
a well-established school with habitat and moved to Point
Cook P-9 which is built on open paddocks and without
habitat in the surrounding new housing estates. An excel-
lent resources folder was provided to all the participants
by BOCA. Thanks to Duncan Turnbull who assisted with
preparation and helped out on the day.

In the afternoon, we travelled to Blind Blight to meet a bus
load of grade five and six students from the Tooradin Pri-
mary School. Again the heavens opened and only the well

prepared were not soaked. Despite the wet conditions, all
the children managed to see some birds. Four telescopes
were used under a small shelter. | heard one group excit-
edly telling their teacher that they had seen 13 species.

During February and March, | gave PowerPoint presenta-
tions to a National Seniors Australia group in Kew, the

C oDohcasteg Garderd Clibhand the Wanfirsea FrRemndsiip

Group.

On 5 April, Graeme again represented us at the Western
Port Review Seminar at the Cardinia Shire Council Offices
in Pakenham. He was one of 200 people attending on that
day.

Friends of Wilson Botanic Park Berwick held a bird walk
and breakfast on Sunday 10 April. Graeme has led this
walk on several occasions and did so again.

On 19 April, several MELBOCA members assisted with
activities at the free family day at the National Rhododen-
dron Gardens in Olinda.

My thanks to all who have assisted with Education activi-
ties. More assistance is always appreciated.

Janet Hand
MELBOCA Education Officer
(03) 9842 4177 or info@melboca.org.au

Outing Report: Jells Park, Wheelers Hill

April 18, 2011

A Pied Currawong called and Noisy Miner were common
as our group assembled. Rainbow Lorikeet flew over and
then a couple of us briefly saw an Australian King-Parrot.

Rob Grosvenor, our leader, noted a couple of Eastern
Rosella foraging on the ground at the end of the car park
not far from some Australian Magpie, while Little Raven
called unmistakably in a tree top and Musk Lorikeet flew
in and out of the canopy.

Rob led the thirteen of us out, past more miners and a
colony of Red Wattlebird, before we encountered Purple
Swamphen with well-grown young beside the path. On the
grass, Magpie-lark foraged near a pair of Masked Lap-
wing but, despite concentrated observation by many of us,
no lapwing young were detected. The lake contained Pa-
cific Black Duck, a few @
mixed parentage, and at least one male Chestnut Teal,
iridescent in the sunshine. A female Australasian Darter
flew over then later dried its wings while perching on a
branch. A lone Cattle Egret in non-breeding plumage
caused some initial identification discussion.

Australasian Grebe were relatively common and one bird
was carrying at least one youngster on its back. The wind
increased as we reached the far side of the lake, making
detection of movement among the leaves difficult despite
the sunny conditions. However, a Grey Fantail flitted out

D 9,143 ded bad®y oddtd alld'bid s Wwat Soarsd

flew close. Young Dusky Moorhen were evidence of suc-
cessful breeding while Superb Fairy-wren and Sulphur-
crested Cockatoo were more heard than seen.

As we passed along the trail there was evidence of the
violence of the past floods in the high-piled debris and the
flow patterns in the groundcover. Not many birds were
using the flood-affected area, though, at its edge we came
across Brown Thornbill and Spotted Pardalote while a
mature Grey Butcherbird perched watchfully on a fallen
bough. Back near the cars and lunch, we relaxed and did
the bird call, listing 35 species for the morning, including
the obligatory last minute observation, a Galah.

Most observers elected to leave after lunch but three en-
thusiasts continued and investigated Valley Reserve,
Mount Waverley,a small area among houses along Valley

Creek, It was well vegetated, including mature {rees, but
tfirsY. ery

An hour was spent here and 14 species were recorded,
including a Brown Goshawk, the only raptor for the day.
Spotted Dove was present but we were pleased to record
the absence of ferals, Rock Dove, House Sparrow, Com-
mon Myna and Common Starl:i
honey bees in a nesting box had made another nesting
site unavailable. The total
ute to the careful planning that Rob put into the day.

Diane Tweeddale,
Convenor MELBOCA Weekdays Outings

of the foliage and a pair of Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike

ng,
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Interesting Sightings

Field Note Reports 1 Entered 30 April 2011

The following Field Reports were received from members attending the MELBOCA monthly meetings held at Balwyn on
22 February and 22 March 2011, Email and WEB reports to the BOCA National Office.

Oct 2010 7 . . o .

Apr 2011 Pied Currawong (1) Yarra River (Victoria St) Richmond
13 Jan 2011  White-plumed Honeyeater (1) Chapel St South Yarra
14 Jan 2011  Long-billed Corella (2) Albert Park Lake (East side) Albert Park Lake (East side)
13 Feb 2011  Eastern Yellow Robin (1) Westerfolds Park Templestowe
21 Feb 2011  Painted Quail (1) Winneke Reservoir Christmas Hills
23 Feb 2011  Black-tailed Native-hen (8) Wells Rd near Mordialloc Creek \Clt\f'zlelzsde fEagiieiialee
24 Feb 2011  Song Thrush (1) i last seen in area 10-15 years ago Eggleton Rise Rowville
25 Feb 2011  New-Holland Honeyeater (2); Red-browed Finch (4) Merri Ck Trail, Kirkdale St Brunswick
09 Mar 2011  Buff-banded Rail (1) i in backyard of hobby farm (10+ acres) Batesleigh Rd Selby
23 Mar 2011  Little Corella (100+) Mornington shopping centre. tp‘/leornmgton SR S
28 Mar 2011  Fantail Cuckoo (1) Westerfolds Park Templestowe
31 Mar 2011  Olive-backed Oriole (1) Westerfolds Park Templestowe
01 Apr 2011  Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo (1) Westerfolds Park Templestowe
02 Apr 2011  Brown Quail (1) i dead Notting Hill Notting Hill
05 Apr 2011 Grey Fanta_ll (1) i previously recorded 8 Apr 2009 i foraging with Cooloongatta Rd Camberwell

a flock of Silvereyes

12 Apr 2011  Grey Fantail (1) i second record in 48 years Bennett Av Mt Waverley
13 Apr 2011  Wedge-tailed Eagle (1) i being chased by several Little Ravens B J Hubbard Reserve Nth Ringwood

Backyard Birds!

Although the MELBOCA sur-
vey is now completed, | re-
ceived an email from Rob and
Jacqui Sheppard on 12 April
with a photo attached.

It shows a juvenile Nankeen
Night-Heron in their backyard
at Patterson Lakes. It stayed
for 24 hours.

If MELBOCA members have
photos of unusual birds taken
in their backyards, the photo
and your comments would be
welcome.

A juvenile Nankeen Night-
Heron spotted in a backyard
at Patterson Lakes 1 photo
courtesy of Rob and Jacqui
Sheppard
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Members Comments

Lyn Easton has been keeping records of bird sightings for has evaded the observers on the yearly Breakfast with the
over eight years at Banyule Flats along the Yarra River Birds at Banyule. Perhaps this year might be a first as
Trail towards Templestowe. Bell Miner were a common well.

sight almost every day from August 2002 until they totally
disappeared in July 2009. What could have caused their
disappearance?

Lyn also reports Eastern Spinebill and Brown Thornbill in
her garden at View Bank, but neither Wattlebird species
allows the Spinebills to linger.

Afemale White-t hr oat ed Treecreeper became a Afirsto dur -

ing Lynds walks on 22 December 2010, and Lyn has since
recorded it on 2 and 26 January 2011. It is a species that

Australian Magpie with O6complete albinismé at Bat man Rail way
Albinism in Birds

From time to time, Interesting Sighting email reports have = My thanks to Karen Russell for the Superb Fairy-wren
phot os attached. I n two i ns phato takes at apphopettyoin Lysetdrfieldd and itot Beiiie s p e
cies were received, one being a Superb Fairy-wren, the St ockdés friend, Russell Edi s,
other, an Australian Magpie. To identify the degree of albi-  tographed at Batman Railway Station, Coburg.

nism in each _species my thanks go to Bill I?amsay for the All MELBQCA Outina. reports mav be found on the MEL-
foll owing summary, OAIl bini S MsokAwe gitélvalﬁw%meﬁ)ﬁogagopg"}fauevlml pe8| a.
Albinism is a rare occurrence. A true albino has white

feathers in lieu of coloured ones. A bird naturally white. an

egret, for example, is not an albino. Graeme Hosken, Recorder
There are at least four degrees of albinism:

Partial: Certain feathers lacking the melanin pig-
ment.

Imperfect: Where the pigment is partially inhib-
ited. For example in the skin or eyes.

Incomplete: Total absence of pigment from the
skin, eyes or feathers, but not all three

Complete: Lacking any pigment at all. The eyes
being red or pink from the blood showing through
and the beak, legs and feet are very pale or
white. Rarely spotted in the wild.

On examining the photos it was thought the Superb Fairy-

wren was Ol ncomplete Al binismd and the Australian Mag-

pie, O6Complete Al binismbé. What are your thoughts?

The full-colour and unedited photographs of each may be

found on the MELBOCA Website. Superb Fairy-wr en with &incomplete albinism
Russell

£



