MELBOCA Presidents Report for year ending 31 December 2011
Sixth and final Presidents Report for the Melbourne Branch of Bird observation & Conservation Australia.

An end of an era, with the yearly milestone set at 107.

The decision taken by the Bird Observers Club, BOC, in 2006 to change their name to Bird Observation & Conservation Australia resulted in the establishment of a specific Melbourne Branch of the organisation, your branch, MELBOCA.  A MELBOCA committee was formed at this time to continue the traditions of BOC in a new guise for members in the mainly Melbourne metro area.
This report is brief as the last MELBOCA AGM was in September last year and since that time only minimal changes have taken place with the management of the branch.  Unfortunately, some traditions could not be continued, Coach Outings being one due to cost of hiring the vehicle, others have gone from strength to strength, namely Beginners’ Monthly Outings on Saturdays,  Weekdays Monthly Outings, sometimes twice a month, the formation of Photography Group within the branch for members with digital cameras, the continued development of the MELBOCA Website with excellent input  from members, assisting the National Office of BOCA in providing or assisting in New Members’ Days, Education Activities, providing speakers to various groups, and many more.  The first Sunday of the month at Yellingbo is a must for many members, an area visited since the Survey cassidix started by BOC in the early 1950’s, originally to count Helmeted Honeyeaters.
One major activity since 2007 has been the monthly surveying of six of ten wetland sites in the lower Dandenong Catchment from a contract awarded to BOCA by Melbourne Water.  An additional two sites were added at the end of 2011.  The contract was for three years, but Melbourne Water decided to extend it due to the unprecedented results.  Eighteen MELBOCA volunteers are involved with this continuing project.
Monthly meetings at Balwyn have continued the BOC tradition providing members with excellent speakers covering a wide range of subjects.  The introduction of a Member’s Topic in lieu of Bird of the Evening, has given members the opportunity to show many varied topics, not all bird related, that would not normally be viewed.
Where would an organisation be without a journal? The Melbirdian, is one that provides MELBOCA members to have their say, maybe an interesting sighting, a place visited, also outing and monthly meeting reports are covered.  The MELBOCA Website provides a feast of information on all activities provided by your branch.  Member bird photos can be displayed and many are used against species recorded on MELBOCA outings, also the outing reports have Melway links to a particular outing location.
Over the years you have had an excellent team, not only on your committee, but the many volunteers that assist, either at monthly meetings, outings, education activities, speakers for other groups, etc.  First my thanks goes to your committee, Janet Hand – Secretary, Bill Ramsay – Treasurer, Andrew Fuhrmann – Editor, The Melbirdian,  John Young – Speaker  Coordinator, Diane Tweeddale – Weekdays Outings, Daphne Hards – Balwyn Meeting Recorder and Sonja Ross – MELBOCA Photography Group.  Outside of your committee, the following members contribute many hours assisting in the efficient operation of your branch.  Alan & Hazel Veevers – Beginners’ Outings, Arthur Carew – Proof reading of The Melbirdian,  at the Balwyn monthly meetings – Barb Longmuir(Shop), Heather Mitchener(Supper) and Eleanor Stephenson(Door).  Education Activities – Janet Hand and the MELBOCA Website – Bill Ramsay and Damian Kelly.
To the future.

BirdLife Australia is now an official organisation with the merging of BOCA with Birds Australia.  All MELBOCA members will now belong to the BirdLife Melbourne Branch, to be known as BirdLife Melbourne.  A BirdLife Melbourne committee will have its first meeting on 10 April this year with the following MELBOCA members elected: Alan Crawford, Andrew Fuhrmann, Bill Ramsay, Sonja Ross and John Young. Even though five people have been nominated, another two members are desirable from MELBOCA.   An additional five to seven Birds Australia members will also serve on the BirdLife Melbourne committee.
The outgoing MELBOCA committee wish the new BirdLife Melbourne committee all the success in the future, and that existing MELBOCA members support their new office bearers in the way that all good ‘Birders’ would do , as now we have a stronger voice for birds.

Graeme Hosken

President, MELBOCA
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